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Lake Waramaug Boat Inspection Program: This effort continues to be crucial to the protection of Lake
Waramaug from invasive weeds, which can be transported into the lake on a boat, trailer or motor. As members
of the lake community, you have a special interest in, and a special responsibility for, the continued protection and
preservation of the lake. Motor boats may be launched only through the Washington Boat Launch after inspection
there for environmental fitness. (A Town of Washington annual permit fee and an inspection fee apply.) The inspection
requirements are also applicable to car-top motorboats which, under the terms of the Lake Waramaug Agreement
between the lakeshore towns and the State, may also be launched from the State Park, but only after inspection at the
Washington Boat Launch or, when that inspection facility is closed, at Dowler’s Garage on Route 202. Motor boats
and jet ski watercraft which have not been inspected are subject to fine and removal from the lake.
Inland Wetlands and Zoning Regulations: Regulations designed to protect Lake Waramaug affect
construction, alteration and other activities at or near the lakeside and beyond. Zoning regulations have detailed
requirements for buildings, other structures, docks, floats, fences and other visual barriers. Most work (including deposit
and removal of soil and other materials) involving the lake and land within 100 feet of the shoreline is regulated by the
Inland Wetlands Commissions of the three towns. Particular attention is paid to storm water runoff which can adversely
affect water quality. Having more than 10% impermeable surfaces in the lake’s 14 square mile watershed can also harm
the lake. Accordingly, close attention is paid to enforcement of lot coverage restrictions affecting lakeside properties.
Check with the land use officials in your town BEFORE commencing any work:

Washington
Warren
Kent

Michael Ajello
Stacey Sefcik
Donna Hayes

860-868-0423
860-868-7881, Ext. 117
860-927-4625

Maintain Your Septic System to Protect the Lake: Discharges from septic systems near the lake and
watercourses within the lake’s watershed can have a dangerous impact on the lake’s water quality. Septic systems
require periodic maintenance including pumping to remove accumulated solids at least every three years. Recent
purchasers of properties should make sure that their systems have been inspected and serviced during this period. For a
primer on this important subject, see “A Homeowner’s Guide to Septic Systems” (US Environmental Protection Agency)
at the Association’s website: www.waramaugassoc.org/Septic
Landscaping Near Lakes and Streams; Demonstration Buffer Planting: The Task Force advises
that lawns do not protect the lake. Lawns within 200 feet of lakes and streams should not be fertilized.
Fertilizer application, whether chemical or organic, can act as a pollutant and cause physical impact to adjacent
wetlands or watercourses. The best practice is to add native plants to your lawn area. Visit the Angell property at 47
West Shore Road to see the model buffer planting sponsored by the Task Force. After several years, it has become a
natural looking country landscape, doing its job filtering runoff, preventing erosion, and serving as a native habitat for
many insect and bird species. Plant identification cards are available at the site. For more information, visit the Task
Force website at www.lwtf.org
Lake Waramaug Websites: The websites of the Association and the Task Force contain information about Lake
Waramaug and its environs, including news and links to town regulations and other important sources of information
relating to the protection and preservation of the lake. View them at:
• Lake Waramaug Association: www.waramaugassoc.org
• Lake Waramaug Task Force: www.lwtf.org
“A History of Lake Waramaug”: Mary Harwood’s 1996 book of historical background and pictures
which had been out-of-print for several years, has been reprinted by the Association. It is available for purchase
at our membership meetings, the Hickory Stick Bookshop in Washington Depot, and the Gunn Historical
Museum and Institute for American Indian Studies in Washington. The Association has subsidized
the reprinting expense to permit a sale price of $25.00 per copy. Many thanks to the Hickory
Stick and others for handling these sales for the Association as a community service.
You should show your appreciation by supporting our local bookstore and
cultural institutions.

